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were held on the summits of Taygetus and in the plains
of Macedon and Thrace.

Though certain Attic women, under the frenzy of re-
ligious enthusiasm, would join the Delphian women in
their wild rites of Dionysus, this orgiastic worship was
never popular at Athens. The Athenian ladies much pre-
ferred the worship of Demeter, the goddess of agriculture
and of domestic life.

The Thesmophoria, the festival in honor of Demeter
and her daughter, Persephone, contrasted greatly with the
Panathenaea. The latter was public and was participated
in by all; the former was secret, and only married women
could take part in it. The Panathenasa celebrated the
political and intellectual supremacy of the State, as sym-
bolized in its patron goddess; the Thesmophoria was the
festival of domestic life, held in honor of the goddess of
virtuous marriage and the author of the earth's fertility*

This festival was celebrated in October, at the period
of the autumnal sowing. Every citizen of Athens who
possessed property to the amount of three talents was
compelled to furnish his wife with sufficient money to
enable her to celebrate the Thesmophoria; this was the
extent of male participation. For many days, the women
had to prepare themselves for the solemn rites by fasting,
abstinence, and purifications; two of their number were
chosen from each tribe by their companions to prepare
and preside over the various features of the celebration.
On the first day of the Thesmophoria, the women went
to the primitive seat of the celebration at Halimus, near
the promontory of Colias, not in a formal procession, but
in small groups, and at the hour of nightfall. The comic
side of the Demeter festivals exhibited itself on the way,
as the participants recognized each other with jests and
raillery, recalling by this the pleasantries with which the